1st Lt. Erdmann “Bill” Brandt

Charlie Blair speaks of Bill in his book “ Red Ball in the Sky in the chapter 11 Shark Bait.

“I have stray thoughts about fighter aircraft traveling in the regular formation of four, rather than three. We are one short,
and if the ghost of a fourth airplane should join up to fly along with us, the man | would most like to see would be Bill Brandt,
my young assistant at Turner Air Force Base who was lost while testing the original model of the star-tracking device now
mounted in Excalibur IV's nose. “

Bill's aircraft was lost on February 20, 1955 during the initial testing of the Star Tracker. The following pages are part of the
accident report.



(n the morning of 19 February, 3 turvay, LL, Frendt visited Colone]l Mevid 7.
X 111ing, et Steategle Mohter Ving Nommender, at hin home, 1t, Prendt exvinined
the progress of his proleet o %clonel Seh!lling and recvested perwission Lo fly that
nieht, atating thet the Kolaman Freineers working vith his wanted Lo test Lhe voltage
drop In the Star Trecker's viring. Lt. Pranit statad the Intended f1ight would be local
and would not ipvolwe ary [11ght at high altitude. Colonel Sehllling arresd teo allow
It. Pranit to earrs cut this flight, and slgped a blank AF Form 175 with the lt.lpulutl.ql
that Lt, ®randt rhone hie prior to departure and relay the weather to him, [Lt, Prandt
snid be would and left to resume work on the Star Tracker, !

Lt, Pranit had been aasigned the project of ssalsting the Folsman Ergineers in the!
irstallation and teat lying of their Stn. Trscker slong with Colopel Charles %, Hielr,
Lt. Brandt had been vorking on this project for over three months,

The Star Tracker, or Fhoto Electric Sextant, consisted of the folloving units,
A Thoto Electric Sextant Turret ™nit, an Indicetor Tnit, an Meplifier ™oit, s Lear-
Dessicator Moit and a set of connecting cabtles for the Photo Electric Sextant, These
units vere in no vay vired or connected to the f1ight controls of the alreraft, They
were mountad 8o ms not to hinder visibility, Thelr only tis<in with the alrcrafi was a
tap-in ts ths pover source of the airersft, and this Ineressed the penerstor load frem
around voint 35 to poiot 4 omly. All of the eculpment was secured in the alreraft.
The aircralt wes also squipped vith a Lear F-5 mwtomatie Pilot,

When It, Brandt left Colonel Sochilling's house he procerded to Turner Alir Porce
Mmse and joined the Kolamar technicians in the hanger, vhere [lpal »dJusiisalc were :
leing made on the Star Tracker, Colopel Flair had flown the Tracker a mumber of times
that week vith exoellent results but a voltage drop had been detected in the viring asd
ad justments had to be made to compensate for it. Lt. Prandt and his assoclates spent
the major part of the day wvorking oo the viring, The Auvtomatic Filol wes knowm to
been vorking very good, and the Lear representstive was om hand dally to pre-flight 1%y

The final adjustmsnts were finished at approximately 1630 Saturday afterscen amd
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Lt. Prandt suggosted they leave for supper while he refueled the sircrart
and pre=iiignted it. They were to meet again at Lt, Brandt's bouse for
coffse around 1930 E, Lt. Prandt then pre-{l1ightsd the aircraft and at
1700 E surmoned the alert flight crew to tow hiz to the refueling pits
and refusl his alrcraft. This wvas sccomplished, and after servicing the
airoraft, the alert crev towed it back near and just outside of the
hanger. Lt. Prandt left for his evening meal.

At apmroximately 1930 B, Mr. Sharpe and his sssistant stopped at
Lt. Pran)t's Lhouse and dlscussed the work they had accomplished that day
to greater length. Then, as they had all wut in a full dey, and wvere tired,
M. Sharpe suggestsd they camcel the night flight and vait until the
folloving afternoon. They decided the sightings could be made on the sun
as well as the stars, so Lt. Prandt telephoned Colovel S9chilling and
explained his intentions. folonel Sc!lling agresd and requested Lt.
Prandt call hir the perxt day prior to any flight. The Kolsman people then
1éft Lt. Prandt's house for the night.

The next morning, Sunday 20 Mebrua-y 1955, Mr. Sbarpe [rom Folsman
sutscted Ll. Brandt and sxlalincd ho and hiz s2secistes intendad to
return to the Folaman factory and remsin thers the following week, The
alreraft vas due for a 50 hour inspection after one more flight and Mr, °
Sharpe wvanted to spep! some time at the factory until [light tests eould
be resumed. Lt. Prandt then stated that he would make the planned light
that afternoon if veather permitted, Fe further ssid he vould stay near
the field and take some sun shots at random, and them log the resvlits.
They planned to contimue vhen the aircraft completed inspectiom,



At spproximately 1400 E, on the afterncon of 20 February 1955, Lt.
Pranit sntered Pase Operations at Turrer Alr Porce Base and proceeded Lo
f111 out an AT Torm 175, ihen Lt, Prandl cheeved e vasthar, vhich vas
5,000 scattered, 21,000 broken and 10 miles vis, he called Colonel Sehilling,
[t, Prendt steted he intended to stay within 100 miles of Turner and would
{1y just over the broken deck, sround 25,00C feet or lover,

tolonel %:11ling gave him permission to use the Yorm 175 he had
pigned the praviovs day snd cautioned Lt, Prandt to be very thorough in
his vre=f1lght and not to leave the locel flying mrea, Lt, Prandt agreed
ard further stated Lhe forscast westher was {0 remain Lhe same or improve
slightly, Thle ended thelr conversation,

When Lt, Prandt f1lad hia f1ight jlan vith fasa Qparations, the
d'apateher stated he .ould have to file for a local flight on an AF Form
113 Local Tlearance, 11, Prandl agreed to this and re-filed his flight
or ar A" Form 113, The Alrdroms Offlcer accepted It on the btasis of
“alonal “ehilling'e 3lenature or Lt, Prendt's AT Fore 175.

Lt. Trandt ther contscted the slert crew «rd had bis airesaft toved
onto the ramp, and an ale~t crevman btrought up a ground power unit to
a3sist .n atorting,

T™he start v=8 nccomplished without ineldent ard Lt, Prandt recuested
snd received texi instruetions from 1'rrer Tower, [i. Prendt taxiled to
the metive runwey ard requestad tske—off clearsnce, The Lower clanred
him for take-off, This wvas the laat radlo trarsmission heard froe 11,

Brandt in aircraft 52-3272,



Bill Brandt during training in a T-34

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beechcraft T-34 Mentor
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USAF Military Serial No. 52-3193/3242 Republic F-84G-25-RE Thunderjet 3272 written off 20 Feb 1955 Georgia
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